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KS3 at Carrington 
School
Mrs Williams

Assistant Headteacher – KS3



The KS3 Team

• Assistant Headteacher – KS3 
• Heads of Year and Assistant Heads of Year
• Senior Tutors
• Student Hub Co-ordinators
• Tutors



Students with SEND

• SENCO: Kristian Sorensen
• Assistant Headteacher: Ariana Akhavan

• Liaison between Heads of Year and Mr Sorensen to support all 
students

• DICE – Developmental and Inclusive Centre of Excellence



Support and Rewards
• Various services to support the students – referred via Year Teams, 

overseen by Mrs Williams
✓Sparkfish
✓ELSA
✓Relate Counselling
✓Place2Be
✓MCR Coordinator
✓YMCA

• Rewards are a strong focus for us this year, including Rewards 
Assemblies (which take place throughout the year)

• Providing opportunities for students to demonstrate their skills, our 
collective values and what it means to be a Carrington student



Uniform Expectations

• FULL Carrington uniform required
• Please ensure uniform is correct 
• All queries to Laurie Hale, Your 

Image

• All students are expected to wear a 
lanyard. 



• Please mark all 
uniform as our 
Lost Property 
collection is 
growing daily!

• Be clear on 
jewellery, hair and 
make-up 
expectations and 
any unacceptable 
items

• Carrington-
Uniform-2022.pdf 
(carringtonschool.
org)

https://www.carringtonschool.org/assets/Documents/Attachments/Carrington-Uniform-2022.pdf


Assessment & 
Reporting

Mr Rolt
Deputy Headteacher



Assessing progress
1. Astra Expected Bands

2. The Big Picture

3. Progress statements

4. Attitude to learning



Assessment

• What does it mean?

• How can the student improve?



Be ambitious, aspire and achieve

• Students are set expectations using ASTRA Expected bands.

• Astra Expected Bands set an expectation that every student will make progress in 
line with the top 20% of similar students nationally.

• Each student has an Astra Expected band for each 
subject.

• The band is shown using stickers on exercise books.

• There are no limits to learning.

• Students who consistently produce assessed work at a 
standard above their Astra Expected Band, may have it 
changed to a higher expectation.



Feedback to make progress

1. In each subject, topics show the “big picture”.

2. The big picture contains success criteria

3. Use a +, =, or – to denote the standard of work 

against student expectations for each success 

criteria. 

4. Use these statements to know where you have produced work to a good 
standard and how you can improve this work. 



Progress statements
1. Following assessments, feedback is from progress statements.

2. Following feedback, use “DIRT” (Dedicated Improvement aand Reflection Time) to 
improve work and strengthen skills or knowledge



Attitude to Learning

• Interim reports contain 
an attitude to learning 
statement

• These refer to learning 
skills, not behaviour

• Aspiration and 
Innovation make Star 
Learners.

11/15/2023 15



Teaching Groups

• Year 7 x 7; Year 8 x 8; Year 9 x 7
• We only have Fast Track and Mixed Ability Groups
• CAT4 utilised – this will inform group changes, provide us with 

insight into students’ abilities (in the absence of KS2 data) alongside 
teacher input

• Students CAN and DO move between groups
• Appropriate support and challenge in lessons



Teaching and 
Learning

Mrs Blackwell
Assistant Headteacher – Teaching and 

Learning



T&L Strategy Aims
• To have a clear learning journey 
• For routines to be consistent and effective across all classrooms
• To hook the students in and make them curious and excited about their 

learning
• To develop students who can work independently and who are resilient 
• To empower students to know where they are at and what they need to 

do to move on.
• To ensure progress is made across time, for each and every individual



Our strategy aims to 
ensure that no 
learning time is 

wasted

Students have an 
activity to complete as 
soon as they arrive, a 

range of activities 
during, including 

extension activities.

Homework is set 
weekly on Arbor and 
is embedded into the 

curriculum



Feedback 
We aim for feedback 

to be:

• Meaningful
• Manageable
• Motivational 

As part of our 
feedback and marking 

strategy we use 
assessment grids but 
there are many other 

forms it can take



‘A broad and balanced curriculum’
• Full curriculum studied, including practical subjects taught in specialist 

rooms e.g. Science and Computing
• Humanities: History, RE, Geography
• MFL (Modern Foreign Languages) – French  or Spanish
• Performing Arts: Music, Drama, PE and Dance
• Technology: Textiles, Art, Product Design, Food Technology
• Personal Development (PD): taught each week– curriculum is adapted 
• Excellence Programme (EP): taught each week – students choose from a 

menu of activities 



Homework
• Homework Timetables are used by staff to manage how and when 

homework is set

• 2/3 pieces an evening 

• Should be set weekly or fortnightly if the piece of work warrants it

• Homework Club called Betelgeuse, runs after school in Antares 



How can you support your child
• Ensure they have a suitable space to work – would our homework 

club be more suitable than a shared bedroom at home? 
• Ensure they complete their homework
• Have they got access to their school email address – do they need 

support with resetting passwords, etc?
• Have they got the revision guides they need? 
• Show an interest – quiz them on the topics they are learning
• Ensure they do have down time too – as otherwise they may burn 

out 



KS3 Science
• There is a large amount of content and vocabulary to learn in science 

and so revising a little and often is really beneficial
• Once completed science home learning, please encourage your child to 

read through work from the week and consolidate their learning using 
one or more of the methods below:

- Making revision cards
- Looking up content on BBC Bitesize (KS3 science) or reading through 

content in revision guides
- Watching video clips available on-line, for example You tube (ensure the 

search includes the subject area and course level e.g. KS3 cells)



KS3 Science (continued)

• Homework Help: Science teachers are available to help every day 
before and after school and at breaktimes unless teaching

• Mr Shah (KS3 Co-ordinator) is also available every Wednesday after 
school in 2-21 for a drop-in session where laptops can also be 
available



KS3 Maths
• •Student study a wide range of units in KS3 and closely follow the White Rose Scheme

• •Progression of skills is done in each year with Year 7 primarily focusing on developing fluency in 
number and building on skills and knowledge acquired at KS2, it also induces algebraic notation 
and directed number early in the scheme. Year 8 and 9 continues to develop number and 
algebra and introduces more shape, measure and statistics blocks.

• •Students are encouraged to have fluency in number and to be able to make connections within 
the curriculum and to understand the different representations in maths

• •Students are challenged to think differently and are encouraged to discuss and attempt 
different mathematical techniques to develop confidence with their mathematical knowledge,

• •Students are supported to reach their full potential and encouraged to be problem solvers and 
develop and interest in, and engage in, maths beyond the classroom



KS3 English

• The intention is to develop literacy skills, and a love of reading for 
pleasure!

• Some lessons take place in Antares (the Library)
• Range of topics and writers studied
• Consolidation in Year 8
• Skill development for GCSE in Year 9



Literacy at 
Carrington School

Mrs Wood
Director of Learning - English 



Literacy at Carrington School

• Reading in lessons and for 
homework

• Launch of tutor time reading 
• Build on KS2 reading habits –

students are expected to carry a 
book

• S&L units in English

Our Aims 
➢Develop a life long love of reading.
➢Celebrate the wider world  and diversity of the written and spoken 

word.
➢Ensure all students are able to access their academic courses 

across the curriculum.

• Literacy support including Accelerated 
Reader

• KS3 & 4 library lessons
• Regular access to Antares (our school 

library)
• Explicit teaching across the curriculum –

vocabulary and reading processes



Literacy at home

We know that reading in school and at home 
benefits our students and you can support by:

• Reading yourself and talking about what you’ve 
read

• Conversations at home

• A reading book for every student

• Supporting reading routines 

• Activities around reading

• Sharing challenges and success

Reading for pleasure is a more 
powerful factor in life achievement 
than socio-economic background.

Children who read books often at age 10 
and more than once a week at age 16 gain 

higher results in maths, vocabulary and 
spelling tests at age 16 than those who 

read less regularly.

Adults who read for just 30 minutes a week are 
20% more likely to report greater life 

satisfaction.

Did you know…?



Reading websites and resources

• Carrington School website: 
https://www.carringtonschool.org/learning/reading-recommendations/

• National Literacy Trust, booklists: 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/young-readers-programme/

• World Book Day resources for families: 
https://www.worldbookday.com/families/

• Vocabulary games: https://play.freerice.com/categories/english-
vocabulary

https://www.carringtonschool.org/learning/reading-recommendations/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/young-readers-programme/
https://www.worldbookday.com/families/
https://play.freerice.com/categories/english-vocabulary


Getting Involved

• Supporting the completion of homework

• Utilising Go4Schools – real-time updates about progress

• Supporting fundraising – via SOCS (Supporters of Carrington School)

• Encouraging your child/children to participate in Enrichment Activities  



Any questions?
Thank you for listening


