
Key Stage 4 
Information 

Evening

17/10/2023 1



Our Teaching & Learning strategy aims 
• To have a clear learning journey 
• For routines to be consistent and effective across all 

classrooms
• To hook the students in and make them curious and 

excited about their learning
• To develop students who can work independently and who 

are resilient. 
• To empower students to know where they are at and what 

they need to do to move on. 
• To ensure progress is made across time, for each and every 

individual
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Our strategy aims to 
ensure that no 
learning time is 

wasted.

Students have an 
activity to complete as 
soon as they arrive, a 

range of activities 
during, including 

extension activities.

Homework is set 
weekly on Go4schools 
and is embedded into 

the curriculum.  
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Supporting your child

• Understand level of course

• Know college requirements

• Be aware of workload

• Be aware of a variety of revision / work strategies
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Types of qualification

• Level 3 courses are A levels and equivalent.

• Level 2 courses are equivalent to GCSEs.

• Taking level 3 courses in year 12 means 2 years at college (not 3).

• Taking level 3 courses enables progression to university.

• Taking level 3 courses increases your potential career earnings.
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• AS and A2 level – academic, theory based

- Give access to university courses (honours degree)

- A and AS levels are one of the main routes into higher education, but they're also useful if 
you want to go straight into a job, such as office administration or trainee accountancy.

• Vocational – vocational, learning by doing

- Give access to university courses (foundation degree)

- Vocational qualifications can help you:

- get the skills you need to start a job

- progress in your career

- go on to further learning

Types of level 3 course



17/10/2023 7

• Most of our students go to either Reigate College or East Surrey College

• Other post-16 providers may have different courses or entry requirements

• Some local or specialist providers are; St Bede’s and Royal Alexandra and 
Albert in Redhill; Oxted School; NESCOT in Ewell; Croydon College in East 
Croydon; Collyers in Horsham; The BRIT School in Selhurst; ACM in Guildford; 
Merrist Wood in Guildford.

Possible post-16 establishments
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East 
Surrey
College

https://www.esc.ac.uk/uploads/documents/course-guides/2023-24/ESC-Full-time-Guide-2023-WEB.pdf
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Reigate College 
entry 

requirements

file:///C:/Users/rl/Downloads/reigatecollege_prospectus_2024.pdf


17/10/2023 10

• Offers will be made for the number of 4+ grades but courses 
will be allocated dependent on numbers of 6+ and GCSE 
average grades.

• Students can not concentrate only on post 16 options.

• One subject can make the difference.

• Available post 16 options will affect potential career choices.

• Some A-level courses require grade 6+ in specific GCSE 
subjects.

• These are available on their prospectus which can be 
downloaded from their website.

Implications for our students



Key Stage 4 assessment
• In Summer of Year 10 and through Year 11, students are set a FFT20 Expected Goal.

• To ensure appropriate challenge and high expectations, this is the grade that would 
place students in the top 20% of similar students nationally. 

• Students are given their FFT20 expected goal as National Curriculum (NC) grades. 
NC grades for GCSE subjects are 9-1, where 9 indicates the highest standard of 
attainment. Vocational subjects are graded by level and criteria – pass, merit, 
distinction. 

• The categories reported in Key Stage 4 Interim reports are;

1) Baseline target – Target grades (or levels) at the end of KS4 are generated from a 
student’s CATs baseline data.  Fischer Family Trust use this benchmarking data to 
estimate a student’s end of Key Stage 4 grade in each subject. 
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2) Progress Towards FFT20 target
– this is a teacher assessed 
statement comparing the 
student’s holistic work to their 
FFT20 target grade using the 
terms - Working Above, Working 
At, Working Towards or Requires 
Intervention. 

3) Attitude to learning – this is a 
holistic teacher assessed 
statement summarising the 
student learning behaviours. 



Information to Colleges
• FFT20 goal is the grade to put on 

the College Application form.
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• The progress statement shows how close the student is to achieve that 
goal.

• Working at and towards means that the student is likely to achieve it. 

• Working above means the student is likely to exceed the goal.

• Requires Intervention means that, currently, the student is at risk of not 
achieving the goal. Subject teachers will be working with the student to 
improve their understanding and progress in these subjects.



Year 10 assessment
• Progress is based on how the student is 

performing in each subject, compared 
to an estimated progress trajectory 
towards their Astra Expected Band.

• Students are given progress statements 
“Working Above, Working At, Working 
Towards or Requires Intervention” 

• An Attitude to learning Statement is 
also provided in the interim report (Star 
learner, motivated learner, Reluctant 
learner). 

17/10/2023 14

• Astra Expected Bands provide a range of grades within which each 
student is expected to achieve in line with the top 20% of students 
nationally. 

• To encourage the belief that there are no limits to learning, 
students who consistently produce assessed work at a standard 
above their Astra Expected Band, may have it changed to a higher 
expectation. 

• Students who are assessed as having specific learning needs may 
have their band changed to a lower expectation.
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Pupils who do well:

1. Are self motivated
2. Develop resilience
3. Are organised
4. Are independent workers
5. Plan their time over a long period
6. Understand the exam requirements
7. Plan and carry out revision
8. Perfect exam technique

Achieving success
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The more parents are engaged in the 
education of their children, the more 
likely their children are to succeed in the 
education system. The scale of the 
impact is evident across all social classes 
and all ethnic groups.

1. Home – school link
2. Mediator with school
3. Provide a suitable working 

environment
4. Provide equipment
5. Pay for materials that will help 

them succeed

What can a parent / carer do?
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6. Support study by;

A) Talk to your sons and daughters about work

B) Look at their Record Book

C) Check marking and feedback from teachers

D) Test them on work they have done

E) Help them find past exam papers on the internet

F) Help with time management and breaking down tasks

7. Arrange activities that are enjoyable and educational

8. Agreeing and monitoring revision and homework rules

9. Analyse and discuss school reports 

10. Challenge teachers, school, governors, yourselves, if your child is 
underperforming 
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In school preparation
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✓ Students will have exam specific lessons in:
✓ Revision techniques and the importance of revision to include;
✓ Planning
✓ Online revision
✓ Offline revision
✓ Managing stress



In school preparation
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1. Planning
➢ Plan by session (about half an hour a time)
➢ Plan subjects for revision
➢ Plan topics to revise (your weakest)
➢ Set up a working area
➢ Carry out your plan

www.getrevising.co.uk

http://www.getrevising.co.uk/


Online revision
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1. Useful websites
www.gcsepod.com
www.aqa.org.uk
Pearson qualifications | Edexcel, BTEC, LCCI and EDI | Pearson qualifications (EDEXCEL
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
www.Tassomai.com (English maths and science)

a) GCSEpod
o A full set of revision audiopods, with 
question banks
o GCSEPod Student Site Tour -YouTube

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
http://www.tassomai.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGJEu84WGHQ


Online revision
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b) AQA and Pearson
✓ Can access past paper and mark schemes
✓ Can access advance information
✓ Can access subject specifications
✓ Can access other support materials

c) BBC bitesize
✓ Revision and quick tests for GCSE subjects
✓ Register to personalise subjects
✓ And to get feedback

d) Tassomai
✓ Multiple choice questions in science, maths and English
✓ Helps memory recall for key facts



Online revision
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d) Tassomai
✓ Multiple choice questions in science, maths and English
✓ Helps memory recall for key facts



Offline revision
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❑ 3 simple techniques – adaptable for a number of subjects
Revision Guidance - Carrington School
1. Effective note taking (including flash cards)
2. Mind maps
3. Mnemonics

https://carringtonschool.org/learning/revision-guidance/


Offline revision
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❑ 2 further simple techniques – adaptable for a number of subjects Revision Guidance - Carrington School
4. Interleaving
5. Dual coding

https://carringtonschool.org/learning/revision-guidance/


• Set an aim for each session

• Set a time for each session

• Break each topic into chunks

• Produce notes or mind maps containing key ideas

• Test yourself

• Have a way to check progress

• Revisit revision

Revision structure



• Mind maps on large paper

• Display pictures and posters around the house

• Display revision prompts around the house

• Record revision and play it another time

• Highlighting (some individual subjects have individual highlighting tips)

• Listen to podcasts – GCSE Pod

• Use apps and video clips

• Read then test yourself

• Verbalise what you have learnt

• Ask someone to quiz you

Active revision



Revision techniques
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Practice each 
question style 

Learn the 
keywords or 

spellings

Look – Cover-
Write – Check 

Make revision 
cards 

Complete online 
quizzes e.g. BBC 

bitesize of 
GCSEpod

Work through a 
revision guide 

Complete a 
personalised 

learning check –
what do they 

already know? 
What do they 

need to go back 
over?

Read through a 
knowledge 

organiser for 
topics 

Watch youtube
clips from 
teachers 

explaining topics 
or exam content
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Science:
There is a large amount of content and vocabulary. 
Home work consists of 3 parts: 
a) Exam questions – students should look up the content if cannot answer immediately 

and seek help from teachers if needed.
b) Completing 4 daily goals a week using our on-line learning app “Tassomai”
c) Read through work from the week and consolidate their learning using one or more of 

the methods below:
- making revision cards

- - reading through content in revision guides and completing workbook questions
- - watching video clips on GCSEPOD or  You tube (ensure search incl. Edexcel GCSE)



•A full set of notes
•A revision timetable & checklists
•Identify successful work strategies 
•A range of resources
•Independent learning skills 
•Parents who encourage them!

To sum up 
Successful Students have :
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Our expectations after Half term

• High levels of attendance
• Correct school uniform
• Positive engagement with PD and 

Mentoring sessions.
• Positive ‘can do’ attitude towards 

school work.
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Thank you for your time

We will take a short time for questions, any personalised 
questions can be directed to the relevant year leaders below

Year 10
Mr Wren – dwren@carringtonschool.org

Year 11
Mrs Davis – sdavis@carringtonschool.org

Key Stage 4 generally
Mr Rolt - srolt@carringtonschool.org
Mr Lockhart – mlockhart@carringtonschool.org

mailto:dwren@carringtonschool.org
mailto:sdavis@carringtonschool.org
mailto:srolt@carringtonschool.org
mailto:mlockhart@carringtonschool.org

