
GCSEs - what to expect
• Key dates - Available on 

the school website: 
Exams - Carrington 
School

• Assessment information

• Exam board information

• Exam preparation and 
resources
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https://carringtonschool.org/learning/examinations-info/


Key dates - Internal exams
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• Next week students complete mock exams  in English, maths and science

• Product Design students sit an 
exam on Thursday 2 March

• Acting students will sit their  
Maths paper 2 @8.30am on 
Thursday 2 March



Key dates - mock exams start and finish times
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• To support students, start and end times to the day will vary during the week;
Monday 27th – finish after biology exam 
Tuesday 28th – finish after the maths exam (except for economics students)
Wednesday 1st – finish after English Language exam
Thursday 2nd – start school at 11.00am (Except product design and acting students)
Friday 3rd – finish after the physics exam
• There will be sessions provided by English, maths and science for specific students on specific topics on Monday –

Wednesday.



Key dates – Internally run assessments
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• Assessments organised in school that count towards 
the final qualifications. 



GCSE’s
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❖ Start (for year 11) on Tuesday 16th May
❖ Last exam Wednesday 21st June
❖ AM exams start at 9am
❖ PM exams start at 1pm
❖ Exam timetable on the school website
❖ Mrs Howell will distribute individual timetables to each student
❖ Contingency days are where exams can be rescheduled in the event of siginifcant national disruption.
❖ Students need to be available until the last contingency day – 28th June.



GCSE’s – Student Exam Information
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❖ All exams are run under JCQ exam rules.
❖ Students will receive an information booklet and assembly prior to the exams.
❖ This will reiterate JCQ regulations.
❖ Anything that doesn’t follow JCQ rules (deliberate or accidental) is classed as malpractice.
❖ In exams, anything out of the ordinary, is classed and logged as an incident.



In school preparation
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✓ Students will have exam specific lessons in:
✓ Planning
✓ Online revision
✓ Offline revision
✓ Managing stress

1. Planning
➢ Plan by session (about half an hour a time)
➢ Plan subjects for revision
➢ Plan topics to revise (your weakest)
➢ Set up a working area
➢ Carry out your plan

www.getrevising.co.uk

http://www.getrevising.co.uk/


Online revision
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1. Useful websites
www.gcsepod.com
www.aqa.org.uk
Pearson qualifications | Edexcel, BTEC, LCCI and EDI | Pearson qualifications (EDEXCEL
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
www.Tassomai.com (English maths and science)

a) GCSEpod
o A full set of revision audiopods, with 
question banks
o GCSEPod Student Site Tour -YouTube

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
http://www.tassomai.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGJEu84WGHQ


Online revision
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b) AQA and Pearson
✓ Can access past paper and mark schemes
✓ Can access advance information
✓ Can access subject specifications
✓ Can access other support materials

c) BBC bitesize
✓ Revision and quick tests for GCSE subjects
✓ Register to personalise subjects
✓ And to get feedback

d) Tassomai
✓ Multiple choice questions in science, maths and English
✓ Helps memory recall for key facts



Offline revision
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❑ 3 simple techniques – adaptable for a number of subjects
Revision Guidance - Carrington School
1. Effective note taking (including flash cards)
2. Mind maps
3. Mnemonics

https://carringtonschool.org/learning/revision-guidance/


• Set an aim for each session

• Set a time for each session

• Break each topic into chunks

• Produce notes or mind maps containing key ideas

• Test yourself

• Have a way to check progress

• Revisit revision

Revision structure



• Mind maps on large paper

• Display pictures and posters around the house

• Display revision prompts around the house

• Record revision and play it another time

• Highlighting (some individual subjects have individual highlighting tips)

• Listen to podcasts – GCSE Pod

• Use apps and video clips

• Read then test yourself

• Verbalise what you have learnt

• Ask someone to quiz you

Active revision



Qualification information
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• Available on the school website: Revision Guidance - Carrington School

• Use these codes to identify correct revision materials.

• Access past papers, mark schemes, examiners comments on the exam board websites.

AQA – AQA – education charity providing GCSEs, A-levels and support

Pearson EDEXCEL – Edexcel | About Edexcel | Pearson qualifications

OCR – OCR - awarding body for A Levels, GCSEs, Cambridge Nationals, Cambridge Technicals and 
other qualifications

WJEC - Welcome to the WJEC homepage

https://carringtonschool.org/learning/revision-guidance/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/


Pupils who do well:

1. Are self motivated
2. Develop resilience
3. Are organised
4. Are independent workers
5. Plan their time over a long period
6. Understand the exam requirements
7. Plan and carry out revision
8. Perfect exam technique

Achieving success



The more parents are engaged in the education of 
their children, the more likely their children are to 
succeed in the education system. The scale of the 
impact is evident across all social classes and all 
ethnic groups.

1. Home – school link

2. Mediator with school

3. Provide a suitable working environment

4. Provide equipment

5. Pay for materials that will help them succeed

What can a parent / carer do?



6. Support study by;

A) Talk to your sons and daughters about work

B) Check Go4Schools

C) Check marking and feedback from teachers

D) Test them on work they have done

E) Help them find past exam papers on the internet

F) Help with time management and breaking down tasks

7. Arrange activities that are enjoyable and educational

8. Agreeing and monitoring revision and homework rules

9. Analyse and discuss school reports 

10. Challenge teachers, school, governors, yourselves, if your child is 
underperforming 



• Mr Rolt – Deputy Headteacher: srolt@carringtonschool.org

• Mr Lockhart – Assistant Headteacher: mlockhart@carringtonschool.org

• Mrs Howell – Examinations Officer: showell@carringtonschool.org

• Mrs Miller – Head of Year 11: rmiller@carringtonschool.org

• Mrs Robinson – Raising Aspirations co-ordinator: 
srobinson@carringtonschool.org

Useful contacts

mailto:srolt@carringtonschool.org
mailto:mlockhart@carringtonschool.org
mailto:showell@carringtonschool.org
mailto:rmiller@carringtonschool.org
mailto:srobinson@carringtonschool.org

